Theological Seminar: Lectures on Calvin and Calvinism

Rev Dr Stephen Chan: Singapore, 2/10/2011
1. John Calvin: New Research: 加爾文研究
2. Calvin: Thought and Action: 加爾文: 思想与行動
3. Calvinism and Modernity: 加爾文主義与現代性
4. Calvinism and Puritanism: 加爾文主義与清教徒主義
John Calvin‧ 1509 – 1564 -加爾文

Introduction: Familiarity breeds contempt.
For this workshop: Brevity is the soul of wit.  

Focus1: Calvin ≠ Calvinism
Focus2: Calvin → Calvinism → Puritanism 

John Calvin: New Research of His Life and Thought
1. Biographical Issues
2.  Theological Issues
3.  Cultural Issues 
[1] John Calvin: Biographical Issues
Luther: the advantage of having auto-biographical data.
Calvin: the advantage of NOT having auto-biographical data.

Unknown life: Homer and Shakespeare
Known life: Dante and Milton

Issues of Subjectivity
“Life of Luther”: “Tower experience”
“Life of Calvin”
Issues of Subjectivity
“subita conversio” =  Sudden Conversion?  =  迅速悔悟?
“subita conversio” =  Conversion? Repentance?  Transformation?

 悔悟? 悔改? 轉變? 轉化?  

CALVIN. Yale University Press, 2010.

Bruce Gordon, Titus Street Professor of History

University of St. Andrews 

Bruce Gordon: “All his life John Calvin wrestled with the seeming paradox of an utterly sovereign God and human agency.”
http://www.rorotoko.com/index.php/article/bruce_gordon_book_interview_calvin/
[2] John Calvin: Theological Issues

1. Institutes AND Commentaries
2. Institutes AND Geneva 
3. Institutes AND Calvinism 

Alister McGrath: The surprise negligence of Geneva by Calvin scholars. 

C.S. Lewis: “History is dates but not periods.”

Two Generations of Reformers:
1. Martin Luther, 馬丁路德, 1483-1546, 63歲
2. Huldrych Zwingli, 慈運理, 1484-1531, 47歲
3. John Calvin, 加爾文, 1509-1564, 55歲
Two Generations

1450-1499

1483 —  Luther born.

1484 —  Zwingli born.

1500-1549

1509 — Calvin born (Luther 26, Zwingli 25)

1517 — 95 Thesis (Calvin age 8)

1531 — Zwingli died (47 yr, Calvin 22)

1536 — Calvin(age 27) Institutes at Basel (Luther age 53)

1546 — Luther died (age 63, Calvin 37)

1549-1600

1564 — Calvin died (age 55)

二代改教家
1450-1499

1483 — 馬丁路德生
1484 — 慈運理生
1500-1549

1509 — 加爾文生 (Luther 26, Zwingli 25)

1517 — 馬丁路德 95 條 (Calvin 8)

1531 — 慈運理死 (47歲, Calvin 22)

1536 — 加爾文(27)著《基督教要義》於巴塞爾 (Luther 53歲)

1546 — 馬丁路德死 (63歲, Calvin 37)

1549-1600

1564 — 加爾文死 (55歲)

1618: Synod of Dort 

Classical Backgrounds
1. Seneca (1BC-26AD): Calvin’s first publication. 

2. Cicero (106-43 BC): “Eminent pagan” in Institutes

3. Virgil, Aeneid. (20 BC): 

Cicero ‧ 西色柔 ‧ 西塞羅

Yet there is, as the eminent pagan says, no nation so barbarous, no people so savage, that they have not a deep-seated conviction that there is a God. [44]

然而，正如著名的西色柔所說，沒有一個國家或民族，野蠻到不相信有一位神。[9]

Cicero truly and shrewdly derives the name religion from relego, and yet the reason which he assigns is forced and farfetched. [Inst. I:12,1.]

Read Demosthenes or Cicero; read Plato, Aristotle, and others of that tribe. They will, I admit, allure you, delight you, move you, enrapture you in wonderful measure. But betake yourself from them to this sacred reading... such vigor as the orators and philosophers have will nearly vanish. [Inst. I:8,1, Battles, p.82]

你試讀狄摩西尼或西色柔，或讀 柏拉圖和亞裡斯多德這一類的作品，我承認，你會大受這些作品所吸引，感動，乃至於狂喜；但假如你讀過這些作品後再去讀聖經，那麼，不論你是否願意，聖經所 叫你那麼受感動，那麼刺透你的心，那麼深印在你的思想中的這偉大感力，和以上諸家的著作一比，那些修辭家和哲學家的優美，就差不多完全消逝了；所以在聖經 中很容易看出神的真理，使聖經遠超乎人的一切最高造詣。[Bk1.8.1]

[Inst. I:8,1, Battles, p.82]

Knowing God and Knowing Ourselves

Our Wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. [Beveridge: p.37]

Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. [McNeill & Battles: p.35]

真實的智慧主要地是由兩部分所組成, 即對上帝的認識, 與對我們自己的認識。[3]

Institutes of Christian Religion

1. Institutes

2. Handbook

3. Erasmus

4. Readers Digest of Christian Faith

Institutes of Christian Religion

1. Institutes

2. Imitation of Christ (Thomas Kempes)

3. 《遵主聖範》(效法基督)

4. Streams in the Desert (Mrs. Charles Cowman)

5. 《荒漠甘泉》

Amazing Grace- 奇異恩典

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
1. That saved a wretch like me.

2. 奇異恩典,何等甘甜, 我罪已得赦免

3. Wretch ≠ Sinner 

4. Wretch = Sinner + Condemnation 

Wretch:

1. Deplorably unfortunate or unhappy person. 2. a person of despicable or base character. 

 Wretch in Dante 

Julian of Norwich: “an unworthy sinner or wretch.” [1342-1416, first English female writer and mystic.] 

[3] John Calvin: Cultural Issues

TULIP‧“鬱金香”

Total Depravity‧全然的敗壞

Unconditional Election‧無條件的揀選

Limited Atonement‧有限的代贖

Irresistible Grace‧不能抗拒的恩典

Preservation of Saints‧聖徒的堅忍
英雄造時勢

時勢造英雄

Times makes the man?

A hero is known in the time of misfortune.

Bruce Gordon: “All his life John Calvin wrestled with the seeming paradox of an utterly sovereign God and human agency.”
Angle or Agent?
1. Agent as Actor

2. Agent as Acted

3. Agent as Self-Conscious Person

 Agent ≠ Means (impersonal)

1. Human Agent

2. Historical Agent

3. 使者, 中介者

4. 中保

Augustine vs. Augustine

“The Reformation, inwardly considered, was just the ultimate triumph of Augustine’s doctrine of grace over Augustine’s doctrine of the church.”

- B.B. Warfield, Augustine and Calvin. Philadelphia, 1956, p.322.

Reformation

1. Reformation as Protest

2. Reformation as Restoration

3. Reformation as Re-Formation

________________________

Reformation ≠ Reaffirmation

Conclusion:

Calvin ≠ Calvinism

Calvin → Calvinism → Puritanism 

Lectures on Calvin and Calvinism

How to make history alive?  A usable past. 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. (Romans 15:4) 

從前所寫的聖經都是為教訓我們寫的，叫我們因聖經所生的忍耐和安慰可以得著盼望。[羅 15:4] 

TULIP‧“鬱金香”

F = Fallen Humanity‧人類墮落

A = Adopted by God‧上帝兒女

I = Intentional Redemption‧定意救贖

T = Transformed by Holy Spirit‧聖靈更新

H = Held by God‧蒙神保守
Reformed Biblical Interpretation
Five points



Tackling with the need for Biblical Theology



Upholding the supremacy of Biblical Authority



Lifting the ban on layman Biblical Readership 



Inquiring into the Nature of Biblical Unity



Propelling scholarship in Biblical Learning

Power Point and Lecture Notes

 www.stephenchanweb.org 

